PART I

THE  PRINCIPLE OF LEGITIMACY

A RepMican on the Fall of Bonaparte

... I know

Too late, since thou and, France are in the dust,
That virtue owns a more eternal foe
Than Force or Fraud: old Custom, legal Crime,
And bloody Faith the foulest birth of Time.

SHELLEY

CHAPTER ONE

Napoleon*s Successors

IDEALISM is the offspring of suffering and hope, and therefore
reaches its maximum when a period of misfortune is nearing its
visible termination. At the end of a great war, men's hopes fasten
upon one among the victors as a possible champion of their
idealistic aims. After the fall of Napoleon, this r61e was offered
by popular acclamation to the Tsar Alexander, and was by him
accepted with alacrity. It must be said that his competitors for
ethical supremacy were not morally very formidable. They were,
among sovereigns, the Emperor Francis of Austria, Frederick
William of Prussia, the Prince Regent^ and Louis XVIII;
among statesmen, Mettemich, Casdereagh, and Talleyrand,
Of these men, Francis had been the last of the Holy Roman
Emperors, a title which had descended to him from Charlemagne
and of which he had been deprived by Napoleon, who considered
himself the true heir of that barbarian conqueror. Francis had
become accustomed to defeat by Napoleon, and had at last given
his daughter Marie Louise to be the wife of the 'Corsican upstart,*
hoping thereby to break him of the habit of making war on
Austria. When, after the Russian disaster of 1812, Napoleon